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case, they were compelled to advocate liberal measures and to
denounce abuses. A quarrel between Archbishop Stone, still
the real head of the Irish Government, and several chiefs of
leading Irish families ultimately led in 1753 to an angry
rupture; the "Irish interest" insisted that it had a right to
appropriate a surplus of national money, and came into conflict
with the men in power. The Government triumphed, but with
much difficulty; from this time forward the Opposition became
a real force in the Irish Parliament. In this struggle it had the
support of the head of the great House of Fitzgerald and of
many of the principal Irish nobles; but its real leader was
Anthony Malone, who, according to Grattan, gave proof of
most remarkable powers as a statesman and orator.
The Established Church was but little affected by the
influences of the new era. Its highest places, however, were by
degrees less filled by Englishmen than they had been; some
of its Prelates even took up the ideas of Berkeley as to the
Irish Catholics. The position of the Irish Catholic Church
was greatly improved; its worship, indeed, was still celebrated
in miserable "chapels," as they were called; its stately ritual
was still proscribed; as of old, it was barely tolerated by the
law. But many of the restraints on it had become obsolete;
its priesthood were not hunted down and banned; its organ-
isation was rooted in the land; the Government had even
entered into relations with it. Its hold on its flocks had only
strengthened, as it had won its way through a sea of troubles;
it embodied even more fully than half a century before, the
feelings and the hopes of Catholic Ireland Meanwhile it had
wrought a marked change in the moral condition of the Irish
peasantry. Its clergy had all but eradicated the sexual licence,
which, we have seen, had been^tb.e, reproach of the Ireland 9f
the Celtic tribes; and though the degradation of the humblest
classes was such, that a rude harem was not seldom an append-
age to a great country mansion, this was looked upon as an